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“A well-crafted page-turner that addresses the most important issue of our time. It will keep you
reading well into the night.” (Vince Flynn)A New York Times reporter has drawn upon his
experience covering the occupation in Iraq to write the most gripping and chillingly plausible
thriller of the post-9/11 era. Alex Berenson’s debut novel of suspense, The Faithful Spy, is a
sharp, explosive story that takes listeners inside the war on terror as fiction has never done
before. John Wells is the only American CIA agent ever to penetrate al Qaeda. Since before the
attacks in 2001, Wells has been hiding in the mountains of Pakistan, biding his time, building his
cover. Now, on the orders of Omar Khadri - the malicious mastermind plotting more al Qaeda
strikes on America - Wells is coming home. Neither Khadri nor Jennifer Exley, Wells’s superior at
Langley, knows quite what to expect. For Wells has changed during his years in the mountains.
He has become a Muslim. He finds the United States decadent and shallow. Yet he hates al
Qaeda and the way it uses Islam to justify its murderous assaults on innocents. He is a man
alone, and the CIA - still reeling from its failure to predict 9/11 or find weapons of mass
destruction in Iraq - does not know whether to trust him. Among his handlers at Langley, only
Exley believes in him, and even she sometimes wonders. And so the agency freezes Wells out,
preferring to rely on high-tech means for gathering intelligence. But as that strategy fails and
Khadri moves closer to unleashing the most devastating terrorist attack in history, Wells and
Exley must somehow find a way to stop him, with or without the government’s consent. From
secret American military bases where suspects are held and “interrogated” to basement
laboratories where al Qaeda’s scientists grow the deadliest of biological weapons, The Faithful
Spy is a riveting and cautionary tale, as affecting in its personal stories as it is sophisticated in its
political details. The first spy thriller to grapple squarely with the complexities and terrors of
today’s world, this is a uniquely exciting and unnerving novel by an author who truly knows his
territory.

"I love the Focus on Skills sections. I am able to use them in a variety of ways to reinforce what I
am teaching. I really like how you and your team are developing this new edition!""The
homework is great. The materials are presented in a very clear, logical manner. Most other
books have "holes" in the presentation of the material. This book is extremely well organized. Far
better text than anything available.""The text is organized well in terms of a steady progression of
concept of study. While it uses musical jargon, it also speaks to the students in conversational
tone and not above their heads. It covers an appropriate amount of material and does not
attempt to be something it is not (it is a first-year fundamentals text)."About the AuthorAn
internationally known composer, acclaimed teacher of American music, and the founder of
Postminimalism, William Duckworth has written more than 200 works, including the well-known



Time Curve Preludes for piano. In addition to numerous teaching awards, Rolling Stone
magazine called his teaching "hip, bright and innovative." Duckworth has been honored by the
American Music Society as one of Six Master Teachers in America. Additionally, Cathedral, co-
created with Nora Farrell and online since 1997, is one of the first interactive works of music and
art on the Web. Duckworth's honors include the 2001 ASCAP-Deems Taylor Internet Award, the
2002 Award in Music from the Foundation for Contemporary Arts, and a 2007 Senior Fulbright
Specialist Award that assigned him to the Queensland Conservatorium Research Centre in
Brisbane, Australia, and resulted in iOrpheus, Duckworth and Farrell's 2-year unfolding of video
podcasts, stage performances, and a public opera in the streets and promenades of Brisbane's
South Bank Parklands.
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Phil in Magnolia, “Terrific modern-day spy novel. Just a few days ago, an opinion piece in the
New York Times caught my eye - it was entitled "My Character to Kill", and written by Alex
Berenson. The short piece talks about how Berenson (a bit tongue in cheek) has struggled with
the problem of how he should bring his series of spy novels to a close (he is now up to the eighth
installment, with the ninth to be published in 2015).Berenson's story about his character John
Wells, the CIA operative who is introduced in this novel - The Faithful Spy - as well as the
background to Berenson himself (former reporter for the NY Times, graduate of Yale with
degrees in History and Economics), convinced me to give this novel a try. And - I almost forgot -
The Faithful Spy won the Edgar Award from the Mystery Writers of America for Best First Novel.
Good reviews on Amazon, too.I'm glad that I did. Great action. Intelligent and believable writing -
Wells is assigned to work undercover in Afghanistan, and become a member of al Qaeda. He
begins with al Qaeda before 9/11, and after spending several years in Afghanistan he becomes
trusted enough to be sent back to the U.S. on an assignment (the nature of which is not
disclosed to him) for al Qaeda. After so much time embedded with al Qaeda, he has become a
Muslim, and when he arrives in the U.S. and makes contact again with his handlers at the CIA,
they don't know whether to trust him, or not. He breaks free of his CIA handlers in order to allow
himself the ability to find out what the mission from al Qaeda is, and hopefully stop it. The
attraction between Well's, and his handler at Langley (CIA headquarters), Jennifer Exley, adds
tension and an element of sexual drama to the story. It's all done extremely well, with the action
moving back and forth between the U.S., Iraq, Afghanistan, and Pakistan, and building to a very
exciting, unexpected and dramatic conclusion.Eight novels to date in the John Well's saga, and
I'll be reading them all. They are (links are to the Kindle editions):1. 
  
The Faithful Spy

  
  
     - (the novel on this page) published April, 2006, received the Edgar Award2. 
  
The Ghost War



  
  
     - February, 20083. 
  
The Silent Man

  
  
     - February, 20094. 
  
The Midnight House

  
  
     - February 20105. 
  
The Secret Soldier



  
  
     - February, 20116. 
  
The Shadow Patrol

  
  
     - February, 20127. 
  
The Night Ranger

  
  
     - February, 20138. 
  
The Counterfeit Agent



  
  
- February, 20149. (#9 in the series to be published in 2015)Additionally, Berenson has two
other kindle products available on Amazon:- 
  
The Kidnapping Free Short Story Preview: A short story preview for Alex Berenson?s new novel
The Night Ranger, featuring John Wells

  
  
    - 
  
Lost in Kandahar (Kindle Single)”

me6775yyttrrloved it, will help me to survive after my stroke 4 moths agodr. R. Goodman, “The
new Bourne. Well written, intelligent, hope the rest of the series is as good, look fo Irward to
them ..thanks  and keep up the good work..”

Mal Warwick, “Al Qaeda from the inside out: a thriller filled with suspense. John Wells is the only
CIA operative ever to succeed in infiltrating Al Qaeda. Now, after a decade undercover in
Afghanistan and Chechnya, he finally appears to have gained the confidence of the group's top
leaders. Summoned to an audience with Ayman al-Zawahiri, Wells is dispatched to the USA to
play a key role in a terrorist plot to rival 9/11.As the story unfolds, we learn that Wells is no longer
trusted by the CIA -- with the exception of his handler, Jennifer Exley, with whom he is in love.
Nor is he trusted by the brilliant Al Qaeda agent to whom he has been assigned, known to him
only as Omar Khadri. Wells must maneuver between these two poles of suspicion, all the while
fighting to survive, preserving his relationship with Exley, and exploring the depths of the Islamic
faith he adopted in Afghanistan.The Faithful Spy has all the elements of a best-selling thriller,
and so it was. An Edgar Award winner when it was published in 2006, the book rose to #1 on the
Times' paperback bestseller list. It was followed by four more novels, all of them featuring John
Wells, several of them bestsellers in their own right.Alex Berenson was an investigative reporter
for more than a decade for The New York Times, serving for nearly a year in Iraq but focusing
largely on business issues. Since last year, he has been working full-time as a novelist.



Berenson is not yet 40, so we can look forward to many more adventures with John Wells.(From
[...])”

Terry D, “A first class thriller. When I reviewed Alex Berenson's 'The Secret Soldier' at the
beginning of September I noted that, although it was an extremely taut piece of writing, there
were occasions when the storyline became briefly disjointed.Although this minor criticism
applies to 'The Faithful Spy' the the thriller is even more exciting - and even more impossible to
put down - than 'The Secret Soldier'. It's every bit as gripping as anything John LeCarre wrote
and fully lives up to the excellent press reviews.The storyline could, in my view, have been
improved - perhaps clarified is a better word - if Mr Berenson had given us more information on
how the various sub-plots (particularly the Canadian 'factory' producing biological weapons)
came into being before John Wells became involved in the jihad-inspired developments in
USA.At just over 400 pages 'The Faithful Spy' is shorter than, for example, John LeCarre's
(picked at random from a number of his works on the bookshelf) 'The Honourable Schoolboy'
which, in hardback form, runs to 532 pages.I'm sure that, by increasing the length of 'The
Faithful Spy' by a similar amount, this already excellent thriller could have been improved even
further.Nevertheless,'The Faithful Spy' is a first-class piece of work that shouldn't be missed.”

Stuart H, “John Wells is a brilliant new character. I loved this book. John Wells was a great lead
character both heroic, moral yet flawed and difficult to understand. The sort of person who you'd
like to get close to but who won't let you anywhere near. Overall the story was well built and
utterly believable whilst remaining both gripping and entertaining. I have bought the next one in
the series and can't wait to get started.”

hr7, “An Unexpected Surprise. I have read a huge number of spy thrillers, no one can be Le
Carre, but in the modern day this was certainly a surprise and am very pleased I read it.It is
impossible to shy away from some predictable aspects, however the characters and story hold
stroking credibility. It's more than a typical beach read and a by the last third was reading rapidly
to know how it concluded.”

Nye Lewis, “If there was ever a book you just couldn't put down well this is it.. A story with so
many twists and turns that leaves you wondering where the author is taking you. You have a
brief insight in how Islamic terrorists justify the atrocities they perpetrate, and with hindsight see
the mistakes world leaders have made in trying to imposes our version of democracy where it is
not wanted. John Wells is fictional character but a truly believable one and like Superman I hope
he's out there somewhere fighting to keep us all safe.”

The book by Paul Yoder has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 1,956 people have provided feedback.
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